The renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system is now considered to be far more complex than previously thought when the vasoconstrictor and other physiological effects of the octapeptide angiotensin II in the circulating blood were emphasized. The reasons for this altered viewpoint, involving angiotensins other than the octapeptide in the regulation of blood pressure, water and electrolyte homeostasis, are briefly advanced and discussed.
INTRODUCTION
The initial observation that the kidney contains a highly effective pressor substance was made almost a century ago. 
